
PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 

Our òbusy seasonó has opened to mixed 

reviews.  While some members report 

having plenty of work, others are still 

struggling with the downturn in the hous-

ing market.  Hereõs hoping that 2008 will 

be a good year for our members. 
 

We were sorry to learn of the closing of 

Niagara Gutter, a long time member of the 

NCBA.  I  am happy to report that Tim 

Lewis has  come to work for 84 Lumber, 

and we have also picked up the Heartland siding line that 

was formerly carried by Niagara.  
 

Our May meeting will be a board meeting only at Industry 

Day on May 14, but all members are invited to join us.  

There will be exhibits by dozens of industry allies, at least  

two very good speakers have been lined up, and the Seneca 

Niagara Casino crew does a great job for dinner.  Plan to 

spend the afternoon of May 14th with us at the Seneca Ni-

agara Casino Conference Center.  
 

We need prizes for our membership campaign.  I am asking 

all of our members to consider donating an article or two 

that we can use for prizes for Mayõs membership campaign.  

We already have donations from a few members, but we 

need more.  Clothing, event tickets, restaurant gift certifi-

cates, etc. all make great prizes.  If you have something to 

donate please call the office and let us knowñand donõt be 

shy about asking others to kick in a little.  THANKS! 
 

The Town of Wheatfield has introduced legislation to provide 

for tax breaks for home renovations.  The resolution, if 

passed, will enable homeowners in Wheatfield to undertake 

up to an $80,000 project on their homes with no increase in 

their assessment for the first year, and reduced assess-

ments for the next seven years.  We applaud Supervisor Tim 

Demler and the Wheatfield town board for taking such ag-

gressive action to boost housing.  Hopefully many projects 

will be implemented, and our members will benefit from the 

increased business that results. 
  

Jim Kuryak has plans for the annual golf outing well under-

way.  Check out the article on our golf outing on page 3. 
 

Keep Plugging Away! 

    Bob 

M A Y  I S  M E M B E R S H I P  M ON T H ! 

The Big Hunt is the designation for this yearõs 

NAHB Membership Day.  We are inviting all of 

our members to bring in one or more new 

members to the NCBA.  IT WORKS!  Some 

HBAs have actually doubled their membership 

during campaigns like this.   
  

May 20 is national membership day.  All new 

members that are signed up during May will be 

reported on that date.  You will receive double 

Spike points for new members brought in dur-

ing the campaign, and be eligible for an array 

of prizes that we are compiling.  2007 was a 

banner year for our association in terms of 

adding new members.  Letõs keep up the mo-

mentum!   
 

During tough times many companies tend to 

pull in their horns, and cut costs where possi-

ble.  This is not the time to back away from a 

key trade association like ours.  This is exactly 

the time when we 

need to belong to 

the local, state and 

national HBAs.  Our 

lobbyists in Wash-

ington were suc-

cessful in promot-

ing the housing 

stimulus package that was just passed. 
  

Promote the benefits of membership to others 

who you know: 

  ̔ Work with others in the industry 

 ʽ  Potential for more business 

  ̔ Social meetings and activities 

  ̔ Educational opportunities 

  ̔ Member discounts on vehicles, office 

      supplies, insurance, computers,   

       Storage, etc. 
 

Bring them in and WIN!! 

M A Y ,  2 0 0 8 

 

N E X T          

M E E T I N G 

Wednesday, May 14 
at 

Seneca Niagara Casino 
310 Fourth Street 

Niagara Falls, NY 
 

5:00 pm   Board  meeting 
 

RSVP by Friday, May 9 

693-5736  
 

Weõll see you at  

Industry Day 

Bob Minkiewicz 

NCBA President 
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