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On March 30, 2006, the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation
held an informational hearing at the North
Tonawanda Common Council Chambers
of City Hall at 6:30 PM followed by a Public
Hearing at 7:30 PM. In 1984 and 1986, the
DEC led nal Freshwater Wetlands Maps
with local government clerks for Erie & Niag-
ara Counties. Since then, the DEC has iden-
ti ed a number of inaccuracies on the maps
and has proposed amendmentsto 6 areas, 1in
Erie County and 5 in Niagara County. Four
amendments are actually adding Wetlands,
and the other 2 were revising the boundaries
& revising of them from class 2 to Class 1.

NCBA members in attendance were Presi-
dent Larry Quigliano 11, Board Members Bob
Minkiewicz, Gary DiMatteo, Tom DiMatteo,
John Ennis & members Dave Stapleton and
Dan D’Angelo. It was apparent that the DEC
was in uenced by special interest groups who
are determined to have all vacant land con-
verted to Wetlands. Most of the areas have
been owned for over 25 years for future de-
velopment. Many citizens were concerned
that there could be a tremendous loss of ret-
roactive taxes, causing current taxpayers to
see a substantial increase in their own taxes.
Mayor Soos discussed his goals of both hav-
ing the city grow but also respecting the envi-
ronmental concerns.

Another issue is the proposed boundar-
ies, particularly the 100" bu er adjoining the

boundaries. e “adjacent area” refers to
those areas of land or water that are outside
wetland & within 100 feet as measured hori-
zontally on the wetland boundary. However,
an adjacent area broader than 100 feet may be
established where necessary to protect and
preserve the wetland.  is is what concerned
those taxpayers present that are very close to
a wetland. ey may be restricted from any
improvements on property they have owned
for years.

e majority of those present were against
the proposed amendments. On behalf of our
association, President Quigliano voiced our
opposition to these proposed amendments.
To remove 140+ acres from future develop-
ment creates loss of future jobs in all profes-
sions related to the home building industry,
depletes a very large tax base, and creates
higher taxes. Because the city is relatively

at, drainage is always a problem; however,
if more subdivisions were developed, drain-
age issues could be resolved with present day
engineering techniques. To remove these
properties to satisfy special interest groups
on their own agenda is not the answer.

It was requested that the DEC reconsider
their request until all issues are reviewed,
including the city’s overall plans for future
drainage projects

Wetlands information (regulations & de-
lineation manual) is available in our o ce.

For Part 663 Freshwater Wetland Permit Requirements Regulations:
www.dec.state.ny.us/website/regs/part663.htmi

For the DEC freshwater wetlands delineation manual:
www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dfwmr/habitat/hoalb3.htm
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